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1. Tournament 
 
The international ice hockey tournament of the Spengler Cup is the oldest European ice 
hockey tournament, mostly involving club teams that are invited by the organizer. 
 
 
2. Date / Venue 
 
The tournament takes place each year from December 26th to December 31st in the ice 
stadium in Davos. 
 
 
3. Formula 
 
 3.1. Regulations 
 

The tournament will be conducted according to the rules of the Unified Rulebook of 
the International Ice Hockey Federation (IIHF). Exceptions are the following rules which 
are mentioned under point 3.9 of the present tournament regulations. The rink boards 
correspond to the regulations of the Swiss Ice Hockey Federation (SIHF). 

 
 3.2. Mode  
 

In the first phase of the tournament, all teams play a qualification round in two groups 
(“round robin” - all group members play against each other). The second and third-
placed team of each group will then play a pre-semifinal game to determine the 
semifinalists. 

  
In the second phase of the tournament, the winners of the qualification round will play 
a semifinal against the winners of the pre-semifinals to determine the two finalist 
teams. Each team therefore has at least three games within five days or a maximum of 
five games within six days. The game schedule is set up by the Organizing Committee 
and is binding.   
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3.3. Ranking by points 
 

The ranking results according to the highest number of points. The points will be 
awarded as follows: 

 
 The winning team will be awarded three (3) points after 60 minutes of regulation 

time. 
 In case of a tie at the end of regulation time, each team gets one (1) point. 
 The winning team in overtime or after shootout gets one (1) extra point. 

 
 
 3.4. Ranking in case of equal number of points 
 

In case two or more teams have the same number of points, the following criteria will 
apply in the order stated: 

 
a) Higher number of points from direct encounter 

 
b) Better goal difference from group games 

 
c) Higher number of scored goals from group games 

 
d) If criteria A to C still do not lead to inequality, the better goal difference from direct 

encounters of involved teams is decisive  
 

e) If criteria A to D still do not lead to inequality, the higher number of scored goals 
from direct encounters of involved teams is decisive 

 
f) Fair play: the team with fewer penalty minutes is ranked higher 

 
g) By drawing lots 

 
 

Example 1: 
 
A vs B 5:2 
C vs B 2:5 
A vs C 2:5 
 
A = 3 points / Score 7:7 
B = 3 points / Score 7:7 
C = 3 points / Score 7:7 
 
 
Fairplay :         Team A = 12 penalty minutes 
                        Team B = 12 penalty minutes 
                        Team C = 12 penalty minutes 
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Ranking: decision by lot 
 
 
Example 2: 
 
A vs B 5:2 
C vs B 2:5 
A vs C 2:5  
 
A = 3 points / Score 7:7 
B = 3 points / Score 7:7 
C = 3 points / Score 7:7 
 
Fairplay :         Team A = 12 penalty minutes 
                        Team B = 12 penalty minutes 
                        Team C = 14 penalty minutes 
 
Ranking: Drawing of lots rank 1 & 2 between team A & B / Team C is third ranked 

 
 
 
 3.5. Tied game 
 

a) If a game is tied after 60 minutes, an overtime of five (5) minutes will be played 
immediately after a break of 90 seconds. 
 

b) There will be no further ice surface maintenance during the remainder of the 
overtime period. Following the overtime period and before the shootout, the ice 
surface will be “dry-scraped,” as in the SIHF NL regular season. 
 
 

 
3.6. Procedure shootout to determine the winner of the game 
 

 According to IIHF regulations 
 
 
 

3.7. Power Break / Period intermission /intermission 
 
3.7.1 There will be two Power-Breaks per period (total of six per game)  
 
3.7.2 Each break will last 70 seconds (total of 420 seconds = 7 minutes per game)  
 
3.7.3 Power breaks can only be called when teams are at equal strength when a 

stoppage in play occurs (4 on 4, 5 on 5, or 6 on 6). The determination of equal 
strength is the manpower on the ice at the time of the whistle. Therefore, if 
Team A is a man down, and a penalty is called on Team B, a power break is 
not allowed.  
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Power breaks will be taken at the first whistle after the following times on the 
game clock as it counts down:  
Break Number 1 14:00  
Break Number 2 08:00  

 
3.7.4 The period intermissions will be 18 minutes.  
 
3.7.5  After a goal is scored, there shall be a break of 45 seconds before the ensuing 

faceoff. 
 

3.8. Coach’s Challenge (IIHF 38.2) 
 

A team may only request a Coach’s Challenge to review the following scenarios: 
 
(I) “Off-side”- Play Leading to a goal 
A play that results in a “goal” call on the ice where the defending team claims that 
the play should have been stopped by reason of an “Off-side” infraction by the 
attacking team. 
➔ Rule 83 – Off-side. 

 
(II) Missed Game Stoppage Event in the Attacking Zone Leading to a Goal 
A play that results in a “goal” call on the ice where the defending team claims that 
the play should have been stopped by reason of any play occurring in the attacking 
zone that should have resulted in a play stoppage caused by the attacking 
team but did not. The one exception to this provision is when the puck is played 
out from the playing area by either team and goes unnoticed by the On-Ice 
Officials; 
 
(III) Scoring Plays Involving Potential “Interference on the Goalkeeper” 
Either: 
1. A play that results in a “goal” call on the ice where the defending team claims 

that the goal should have been disallowed due to “Interference on the 
Goalkeeper” ➔ Rule 69 – Interference on the Goalkeeper; or 

2. A play that results in a “no goal” call on the ice despite the puck having entered 
the net, where the On-Ice Officials have determined that the attacking team 
was guilty of “Interference on the Goalkeeper” but where the attacking team 
claims: 

 
There was no actual contact of any kind initiated by an attacking Player with the 
goalkeeper; 
 
The attacking Player was pushed, shoved or fouled by a defending Player which 
caused the attacking Player to come into contact with the goalkeeper; or 
 
The attacking Player’s positioning within the goal crease did not impair the 
goalkeeper’s ability to defend their goal and, in fact, had no discernable impact on 
the play. 
 
(IV)Penalty situations for “Delaying the game – puck over the glass” 
When a minor penalty for delaying the game has been assessed under Rule 63.2 
(III) for shooting or batting the puck out of play from the defending zone.  
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This will only apply to delay of game penalties when the shot/batted puck is 
determined to have subsequently deflected off a player, stick, glass or boards, etc., 
and not a judgment call. No challenge can be issued for a non-call, in other words, 
no challenge is to be considered when the On-Ice Officials deem that it was not a 
violation of Rule 63.2 (III).  
 
A challenge can only be used to nullify a penalty, not to have one assessed. In the 
event of a failed challenge, an additional minor penalty (or double-minor penalty, 
as appropriate) will be assessed (in addition to the 
existing delay of game penalty). 

  
 

3.9. Tournament rule exceptions to the new IIHF rule book 
 
The following rules will NOT be applied at the tournament: 

 
I. Misconduct Penalties  

                   IIHF Rule 22.4 Reporting ‘Abuse of Officials’ 
 

II. Game Timekeeper  
  IIHF Rule 34.3. Overtime Operations 

 
 
4. Cup/Plaque 
 
The teams are paid a contractual compensation for tournament participation. 
Furthermore, each team gets a cup/plaque according to its ranking. 
 
 
5. Teams 
 
 5.1. Participants (Delegation) 
 
 A team consists of maximum 27 players (including goalkeepers) and 12 officials =  

39 people in total. 
 
 With the consent of the tournament management, it is permitted for a team to include 

up to 4 players (3 skaters and 1 goalkeeper) from other clubs as reinforcements. Such 
reinforcement players will be counted as part of the squad. 
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5.2. Registration date / Player Entry 

 
Each participating team sends their Roster latest until December 15th to 
n.koller@hcd.ch The maximum delegation contains 27 players and 12 staff members.  
 
We will then confirm your registration. All further changes will be reported to us by e-
mail. 
 
The Coach must submit the “Line-up / Roster Sheet” to the Official Scorekeeper at least 
sixty (60) minutes prior to the start of the game. The Official Game Sheet with the listed 
names and numbers of all eligible Players must be handed to the On-ice Game Officials 
before the Game, and no change shall be permitted to the Official Game Sheet after 
the commencement of the Game. 

 
Should the tournament doctor determine that a goalkeeper has sustained an injury 
which prevents the goalkeeper from playing, a team is subsequently allowed to 
nominate an additional goalkeeper outside the quota according to paragraph 5.1. 
section 1. 

 
 
6. Rules for teams and officials 
 
Teams must bring all the necessary equipment with them, except for jerseys. Each club is 
expected to bear the costs of its necessary material. The tournament jerseys will be 
provided by the organizer and may be kept after the tournament. The provided shells 
must be returned. Clubs will be charged for any missing shells. Players’ helmets must all 
be the same color. 
 
 
7. Tournament management 
 
The tournament management consists of three members and will be appointed by the 
Organization Committee. 
 
 
8. Tournament jury 
 
It is the responsibility of the tournament jury to ensure that the tournament runs 
smoothly and in accordance with the regulations. The tournament jury will be determined 
by the tournament management no later than December 15. Members of the tournament 
management or organization committee may not act on the tournament jury. 
 
The tournament jury decides on all questions arising from these regulations over the 
course of the tournament. 
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9. Disciplinary Proceedings 
 
9.1 General 
 
On the ice, a Major Penalty + Game Misconduct (5' + GM) is the maximum penalty 
which can be imposed. Further penalties will be imposed by the Tournament Jury in 
accordance with point 9 of these regulations. Sanctions may be brought for disciplinary 
offences committed by players/coaches or officials on- or off-ice. 
 
9.2 Initiation of proceedings 

 
The Tournament Jury shall initiate proceedings in the event of violations of IIHF 
Regulations by players or coaches only by virtue of its office or, in the event of violations 
by tournament officials, on the order of tournament management. 

 
9.3 Violations 

 
Serious breaches of IIHF Regulations and breaches of the basic principles of integrity, 
fairness and sportsmanship shall be considered as violations. 

 
9.4. Evidence 
 
When sanctioning violations of IIHF regulations, TV images and - where available - the 
referee's report shall be considered as evidence. 

 
9.5. Decision 
 
The Tournament Jury shall reach its decision based on the evidence set out at 
preceding clause 9.4. There shall be no hearing for the player/s or coach/es concerned. 
 
9.6.Sanctions 
Sanctions may consist of: 
 
a) A fine 
b) Suspension for one or more games 
 
The fine shall be paid by the participating Club and will be offset against contractual -
compensation. Fines and periods of suspension may be combined. 

 
 
10. Statistics 
 
The Organizing Committee will draw up a statistical summary for each game. For the 
teams, the statistics are available free of charge. 
 
 
11. Doping tests 
 
The Organizer has the right to conduct unannounced doping tests. 
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12.  Interpretation of regulations 

 
Should the interpretation of the German and English versions of the regulations be 
unclear, the English version is decisive.  

 
 
 


